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The course gender theory gives a broad social science introduction to gender theory. It explains
different ways of understanding gender and of using gender as an analytical category in research.
The course has a theory of science emphasis, but participants are also given the opportunity to
choose gender research literature directly related to their own fields.

The course participants meet seven times. The first meeting consists of an introductory lecture.
The following five meetings are literature seminars. The student prepares each seminar through a
short written assignment (maximum 500 words) to be handed in at the start of the seminar. The
participants further share the responsibility for the literature seminars between them. Each
person chooses a part of the literature and leads the seminar on this occasion. The last meeting is
devoted to presentations and discussions of course papers.

The course requirements are active participation in the seminars, and approved assignments and
course paper, delivered on time. As most of the reading comes early in the course, students are
recommended to start their reading at least a month in advance. Examiner is associate professor

Helene Ahl at HLK.

The course will be given in English, unless all participants are Swedish speaking, in which case it
will be given in Swedish. Some of the literature is only available in Swedish, but for students that
do not read Swedish there are suggested alternative readings in English. Moreover, several of the

English texts are available in Swedish translation for those who prefer this.

The course has room for twelve participants. Send applications to karin.karlsson@hlk.hj.se no
later than October 31. The application should state the applicants’ university, area of study and
name of head supervisor. Information about admission will be sent through e-mail no later than
November 12.



Schedule, reading assignments and writing assignments

Tuesday January 20, 13-16

Introductory lecture: basic concepts in gender theory

Literature: Chapter 1 in Ahl (2004), Calds & Smircich (1996), Weedon (1999) and as reference
literature Pilcher & Whelehans (2004).

Tuesday February 3, 13-16

Key classical texts

Literature: Esseveld & Larsson (1996) och Harding (1987). Non-Swedish speaking students
choose some of the original works that appear in translated form in Esseveld & Larsson.

Writing assignment: Relate the texts to the conceptual apparatus in the introductory lecture
and/or in Weedon, for example in the form of a table or a tree. Describe the theory in one of the
texts that you find interesting and relate how this is applicable (or not) to your own research.

Tuesday February 24, 13-16

Who can represent whom, what and how?

Literature: Hirdman (1990), Hagemann & Amark (1999), Hirdmann: om genuskontrakt (will be
handed out). Hirdman (1994) is the English alternative for the latter two texts. Nicholson
(1995), Young (1995), Haraway (1991: 183-201), and Lykke, (1996). As the articles build upon
each other, please read them in the suggested order. Assignment: Reflect upon who you study or
represent in your own work, and what knowledge claims you can make.

Tuesday March 17, 13-16

Masculinity research

Literature: Connell (1995), Hearn (1998), Vincent (2006), Kimmel (2006). Assignment: Reflect
upon the theories about men and masculinity and see what parallels might be drawn to theories
about women and femininity.

Tuesday April 7, 13-16

Queer and intersectionality

Literature: Butler (2005) o7 Butler (2006), Swedish speakers read Borgstrom, (2005), Lykke,
(2005), Krekula, Nirvinen, & Nisman, (2005), and chapters 1, 2, 11, 12 and 13 in de los
Reyes, Molina, & Mulinari (2002). English speakers read Acker (2006), Jagose (1996) and any
chapter of your choice in Morland & Willox. Assignment: Reflect upon and motivate your own
gender theoretical position.

Tuesday, April 28, 13-16

Gender research in my own field

Choose a dissertation with a gender perspective that relates to your own in terms of empirical
context and/or method. They can be searched at http://www.genus.se/ Genusresurser/ GENA/
Assignment: Describe the thesis” research question, theoretical point of departure, method and
result. Describe in what way this is relevant for your own work (what did you learn and how can
you use it).

Tuesday May 26, 09-17
Course paper seminar




Presentation and discussion of course papers that relate the content of the course to each
participant’s own work, preferably in the form a chapter of the dissertation, a conference paper or
an article. The paper should be sent to the discussant, the examiner and to the other participants
no later than one week before the seminar.
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London : Routledge

Calds, Marta, & Smircich, Linda (1996). From "The Woman's" Point of View: Feminist
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Handbook of Organization Studies (pp. 218-257). London: Sage.

Connell, Robert W. (1995). Masculinities. Cambridge: Polity Press.
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Studentlitteratur.

Hagemann, Gro & Amark, Klas (1999). Fra husmorskontrake till likestillingskontrakt. Yvonne
Hirdmans genusteori. In F. Engelstad (Ed.), Om makt: teori og kritikk (pp. 174-2006).
Oslo: Gyldendal.

Haraway, Donna (1991). Simians, Cyborgs, and Women. London: Free Association Books.
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University Press.
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men's theorizing of men. Theory and Society, 27, 781-816.

Hirdman, Yvonne (1990). Genussystemet. | SOU 1990:44, Demokrati och makt i Sverige:
maktutredningens huvudrapport (pp. 73-116). Stockholm: Allminna forlaget. An English
translation is available from the course leader.
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state — the Swedish model. Stockholm: Research report no 3, Arbetslivscentrum (This one
is the English substitute for Hageman & Amark)
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Oxford University Press
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Jersey: Zed Books.



Lykke, Nina (2005). Nya perspektiv pd intersektionalitet. Problem och méjligheter.
Kvinnovetenskaplig tidsskrift, 26(2-3), 7-17.

Mendel-Enk, Stephan (2004). Med uppenbar kiinsla for stil: [ett reportage om manlighet].
Stockholm: Atlas.

Morland, lain & Willox, Annabelle (2005) Queer Theory Hamphire and New York: Palgrave
McMillan

Nicholson, Linda (1995). Interpreting gender. In Linda Nicholson & Steven Seidman (Eds.),
Social Postmodernism (pp. 39-67). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Vincent, Norah (20006) Self-Made Man: One Woman's Journey into Manhood and Back Penguin
Putnam Inc.,Us

Weedon, Chris (1999). Feminism, theory and the politics of difference. Oxtord: Blackwell.

Young, Iris (1995). Gender as Seriality. In Linda Nicholson & Steven Seidman (Eds.), Social
Postmodernism (pp. 187-215). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Reference literature

Pilcher, Jane & Whelehan, Imelda (2004). 50 key concepts in gender studies. London: Sage.

Statistiska centralbyrdn (2006). P4 tal om kvinnor och min. Lathund om jimstilldhet 2006.
Orebro: Statistiska Centralbyrin. (finns att bestilla eller ladda ner pa
http://www.scb.se/templates/publdb/publikation___2725.asp&plopnr=2849)

Likabehandlingslagarna — se nitet pa f6ljande adresser:

* Jamstilldhetslagen: http://www.jamombud.se/docs/lagen_kommentarer.pdf

* Lag om dtgirder mot etnisk diskriminering i arbetslivet: http://www.do.se/0.0.1.s2id=134

* Lag om forbud mot diskriminering i arbetslivet pga. funktionshinder

http://www.assida.se/index.php?ID=75
* Lag om forbud mot diskriminering pga. sexuell liggning http://www.homo.se/0.0.i.s/1021



