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Course Aim, Content and Format
Aim
This course aims to give an overview over some important research strategies and design
issues, which one needs to take into consideration when conducting research in the caring
sciences and/or on caring-related issues. The course focuses on providing participants with a
better understanding of concepts and principles of research design that could facilitate
decision-making processes while research projects are being planned.
After completing the course, participants should be able to:
 Make an analysis of the pros and cons associated with different study designs and/or
suitable for different research questions
 Critically assess the design of published research studies
 Independently plan the design of own studies
Content
The course discusses basic issues one needs to take into consideration when designing
research projects that are either quantitative or qualitative in their approach and/or that
combine these approaches to data collection and analysis.
Criteria for drawing valid conclusions (i.e. internal validity, external validity, construct
validity and statistical validity) will be presented and discussed in an attempt to show how
‘good science’ is done.
The course will also address the issue of validity and reliability as these are addressed when
one works qualitatively. Thus, participants are expected to be able to apply and asses validity
and reliability irrespective of whether they are primarily schooled in the quantitative and/or
qualitative research tradition.
Course format
The course is based on streamed lectures and seminars, some web-based. Participants are
expected to have listened to the lecture and have read the course literature before each
seminar in order to be prepared to follow and discuss the various issues that the seminar will
bring to fore. The seminars will also analyze and discuss research studies that are already
published.
Participants need to submit an abstract of their own research project. The abstract should be
no longer than one page. The abstracts will be made available for the lecturers prior to the
course.
Examination
Examination consists of two assignments:
1) The first assignment constitutes an individually written paper about basic principles
and constructs in the selection of research design. In this paper, participants are
expected to present and apply – in relation to two individually chosen published
research studies (one quantitative and one qualitative) - the different principles and
constructs that have been brought to fore in both the literature and the lectures. The
paper’s main focus should be on issues related to drawing valid conclusions.
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DEADLINE March 14.
2) The second assignment constitutes an individually written paper in which participants
plan the design of one qualitative OR one quantitative study in their own area of
research. Preliminary versions of the design related to the participants own area of
research will be discussed at the final seminar in April. Following the seminar the
participants will have one week to complete assignment 2 before it is graded.
DEADLINES: A preliminary version is to be handed in by April 15 before the
examination seminar on April 24.
The final version is to be handed in by May 9, 2014.
Examiner is Professor Mats Granlund.
Grades given are Fail/revise or Pass.
Both assignments 1 and 2 must be graded as passed for the course to be graded as passed.
Instructions for the assignments
Assignment 1
Basic design constructs and principles are applied to one qualitative and one quantitative
published research study. Focus should be on how theory, research questions, method, results
and discussion are logically related based on criterions for drawing valid conclusions.
Length: Times Roman 12 points, 1,5 space, 5 pages (plus references)
Assignment 2
Write a project proposal which includes aim, research questions and methods using the
headings: Design, Participants, Instruments, Procedure, Data analysis, and Ethical
considerations. Research questions must concern the caring sciences, care taking and/or
intervention. The design must be realistic and possible to implement within the financial
frames of the project in which the participant is working.
Length: 7 pages, Times Roman, 12 points, 1 1/2 space (plus references). The two last pages
out of the 7 should be used for relating the described design to validity aspects of a
quantitative design or similar aspects for a qualitative design.
To receive the grade passed all different forms of validity must be discussed and the
advantages and disadvantages of the design (in relation to validity (or similar constructs)
must be explicitly analyzed.
Lecturers
Lecturers are expected to have read the course literature and students’ abstracts of their
research projects. Lecturers are expected to focus their presentations on issues related to
drawing valid conclusions.
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