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When defined as what it is not, academic integrity focuses on 

prohibition and correction of students’ behaviour. 

We focus on detection, and punishment.

BUT WE NEVER TEACH STUDENTS WHAT TO DO INSTEAD!



“The International Center for 
Academic Integrity defines 

academic integrity as a 
commitment, even in the face of 

adversity, to six fundamental 
values: honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect, responsibility, and 
courage.”

WHAT IS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY?

Source: 

https://academicintegrity.org/fundamental-values/

https://academicintegrity.org/fundamental-values/


“Compliance with ethical 
and professional principles, 
standards and practices by 
individuals or institutions 
in education, research and 

scholarship.”
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Source: Tauginienė, L, Gaižauskaitė, I, Glendinning, I, Kravjar, J, Ojsteršek, M, Ribeiro, L, Odiņeca, T, Marino, F, Cosentino, M, Sivasubramaniam, 

S. Glossary for Academic Integrity. ENAI Report 3G [online: http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/wp-

content/uploads/2018/02/GLOSSARY_final.pdf].
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY IS 

INTEGRITY IN ACADEMIA 

• Education

• Research

• Scholarship

 BUILDING A CULTURE OF 

INTEGRITY MEANS CONNECTING 

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND IN 

RESEARCH ETHICS 



Change of definition shifts the focus to the preventive and 
pedagogical promotion of academic and research integrity.

WE TEACH STUDENTS AND RESEARCHERS 
WHAT TO DO INSTEAD 

BEFORE THEY DO SOME FORM OF MISCONDUCT



Source (in Swedish): https://www.uka.se/download/18.3bd1341a17f449f672f50f1/1647354558830/rapport-2022-03-15-

disciplinarenden-2021-vid-universitet-och-hogskolor.pdf p. 5

Number of disciplinary cases 
at the universities in Sweden 2011-2015, 2018-2021

https://www.uka.se/download/18.3bd1341a17f449f672f50f1/1647354558830/rapport-2022-03-15-disciplinarenden-2021-vid-universitet-och-hogskolor.pdf


Source (in Swedish 

https://www.uka.se/download/18.3bd1341a17f449f672f50f1/1647354558830/

rapport-2022-03-15-disciplinarenden-2021-vid-universitet-och-hogskolor.pdf

p. 9

Cribs and 

prohibited 

aids

Unauthorised

collaboration

Plagiarism Falsification 

(of 

documents)

Disruption of 

teaching

Sexual 

harassment

The nature of disciplinary 
cases at the universities 
in Sweden 2011-2015, 
2018-2021

https://www.uka.se/download/18.3bd1341a17f449f672f50f1/1647354558830/rapport-2022-03-15-disciplinarenden-2021-vid-universitet-och-hogskolor.pdf


INADVERTENT 
PLAGIARISM

A 
pedagogical

issue

To use 
someone 

else's work 
without giving 

the proper 
due to 

ignorance or 
carelessness



Changing a few words 
to synonyms and 
changing the word 
order (Howard 1995)

Howard, R. M. (1995). Plagiarisms, Authorships, 
and the Academic Death Penalty. College English, 
57(7), 788–806. doi:10.2307/378403

Mosaic plagiarism
= patchwriting
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Reasons

• Ideas that it is not good to quote 
too much and that one cannot 
formulate it better oneself

• An early step in learning academic 
writing – education is needed

• Sometimes a mistake (caused by 
copying a text into one’s own text 
with the intention of changing later, 
but then forgetting about it)



The function of the references

Standing on the shoulders of giants

Use references to support your idea

References give credibility to your own work

Transparency

To avoid plagiarism



• ”I always indicate references, but sometimes I 
take a lot from a certain article. Now when I 
think about it, I do not know the exact rules. 
How much can you reproduce (but of course, in 
your own words), how often do you have to 
refer to a specific source in the text if a longer 
piece is from the same article? There are things 
that I'm not sure of, that’s why I do not know if I 
have plagiarized accidentally.”

• a student answer, GU survey 2014

Gray area: Students’ perspective



DELIBERATE 
PLAGIARISM

A question of
ethics and 

law, but also
a 

pedagogical
issue

To 
deliberately

present 
someone

else’s work as 
one’s own

Cheating



• Teacher training is important
• Forget the percentage, it says nothing
• Increase the database by regularly using TMS (Ouriginal)
• Use it pedagogically (at lower levels) – have students submit their texts and 

then discuss their reference management

Text matchning software







• CONTRACT CHEATING (Lancaster, T. & Clarke, R. 2006)

• ESSAY MILLS 

• GHOST WRITING

• ACADEMIC OUTSOURCING

 Students get others to complete their coursework for them by outsourcing it

Clarke, R., Lancaster, T. (2006). Eliminating the successor to plagiarism? Identifying the 

usage of contract cheating sites. Proceedings of the Second International Plagiarism 

Conference. United Kingdom, Gateshead, http://www.plagiarismadvice.org/research-

papers/item/eliminating-the-successor-to-plagiarism-identifying-the-usage-of-contact-

cheating-sites

http://www.plagiarismadvice.org/research-papers/item/eliminating-the-successor-to-plagiarism-identifying-the-usage-of-contact-cheating-sites


How many
students 
use essay 
mills?

• 3.5% from 5 
studies 

• 62.5% 
several times

Curtis, G. and Clare, J. (2017) ‘How 
Prevalent is Contract Cheating and to 
What Extent are Students Repeat 
Offenders’, Journal of Academic Ethics
(Vol 15, Issue 2) pp 115-124

• 3.52% from 
65 studies

Newton, P (2018): How Common Is 
Commercial Contract Cheating in Higher 
Education and Is It Increasing? A 
Systematic Review, Frontiers in 
Education, 
https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2018.00067

https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2018.00067


Bjelobaba, S. (2019) Contract Cheating in Serbia and in Sweden, Studies for Changing Societies. Academic Integrity in Transitional 

Societies, 2019:1

• Surveys in 22 countries, 3 continents

• The use of essay mills in Sweden is much less than in 

the other countries surveyed: 

• 0.35% have used free peer sharing sites for 1-2 

assignments, with even lower numbers or zero on 

other types of essay mills. 

• None has submitted it entirely as they got it, but 

used it as an reference.

• Have you ever got work to submit as your own 

(whether free or for money), from a friend or family 
member?

• 4.57% of Swedish students have answered yes

http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/gems/

http://www.academicintegrity.eu/wp/gems/


Sweden: Private initiatives and 
organized contract cheating

• The most elaborate

website: uppsats.eu

• Opened in March 2021

• Adds in social media 

(Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram)

• Address: a house in the 

UK





Characteristics:

• Quality of the text: general texts without examples 
and references to the current context

• No, overly general, or fake references

• Data until 2021







ChatGPT
and LLMs

Google’s 
Bard + 
Google 
Scholar

Text + 
visuals

and text to 
video



















Tome.app

• Presentations are created for free

• A valid e-mail must be provided

• Prompt: Using AI in education

• 8 slides, theme can be chosen

• Pictures are made by the app and 
are biased: all visuals represent man

• Time: 10 seconds



Is it possible to detect AI written texts with technical solutions

• Text matching software (Ouriginal, Turitin) does not detect AI 
written texts

• New applications are launched (eg Crossplag), but they do not 
work very well: false positive and false negative results

• Watermark (can probably be washed away via paraphrasing 
services or using other AI programs)

• Stylometry



AI will not go away – the 
solution is not to ban

Using AI is not automatically 
cheating – it can be used 

ethically

AI can be good in many 
ways, but we are still better at 
original and creative thinking

AI will affect the job market –
we need to prepare our 

students

Generic competencies are 
even more important:

• Academic literacy

• Critical thinking

• Argumentation analysis

• Reference management

Potential problems:

• It is problematic to require 
students to use programs 
created by a private 
company

• Who owns the data?

• Is it going to cost money?

Problems within the system: 

• Perpetuating biases

• Learning us to settle for 
less 

Discuss with students why 
writing is important

• Write recommendations 
together with your students 
about how AI should be 
used in the course

Rules on how to state that AI 
has been used are under 

developement











Policy document update is 
needed

•When and how can AI be used?

•Educational policy documents, not 
just focus on detection and 
punishment



POST 
PLAGIARISM?

Hybrid writing –
AI and human 

writing together

Separate areas 
for writing:

a) AI for mundane
writing

b) Human for 
creative writing



THANK YOU
sonja.bjelobaba@crb.uu.se


