THE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING, JÖNKÖPING UNIVERSITY

INDUSTRIAL PLACEMENT COURSE (IPC)

You will learn many things at university, but not everything. That is why the School of Engineering introduced the
Industrial Placement Course, which serves as a clear link between theory and practice even before the student graduates.
This means the students are better prepared for their future working life. This is great news for companies too.

What is the Industrial Placement Course?
On the Industrial Placement Course, the student does between five and ten weeks of internship at a
company. The number of weeks depend on the student’s programme and specialization. The internship
period usually takes place during the spring semester of the second year of undergraduate education
and the autumn semester of the master’s programmes. In some cases company internship may take
place during the summer break.
The picture below shows the times of year when students from different grade levels and courses do the
Industrial Placement Course and when the job fairs at the School of Engineering take place.

Example

Take part in and contribute knowledge in an ongoing project.

•

Conduct a study of an ongoing production process.

•

Try different kinds of practical work that are relevant to the student’s education.

•

Participate in professional development in the company based on the student’s previous courses
and experiences.
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EXJOBBSMÄSSAN

The student and the host company will work out a suitable assignment together, based on the business’
needs and opportunities and on the student’s skills and experience. The assignment is then discussed
and approved by the course coordinator at the School of Engineering. Here are some examples of
typical IPC student assignments at a company:

BACHELOR AND MASTER'S STUDENTS ARE SEEKING COMPANIES FOR THEIR IPC INTERNSHIP
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The host company’s part
In order for the Industrial Placement Course to be carried out in the best way possible, the host
company should:
•

provide a workplace.

•

offer a few weeks of relevant, stimulating and rewarding tasks.

•

give the necessary introduction and information about safety and working conditions etc.

•

appoint a supervisor to support the student during the internship period. The supervisor should
be able to maintain regular contact and should also be well versed in the tasks that the student is
expected to perform.

The student’s part
The student’s part of the agreement is mainly to:
•

independently establish contact with a host company.

•

carry out the assignments agreed, and do so by taking an ambitious approach.

•

after the Industrial Placement Course is over, write a report and participate in a seminar which will
be evaluated and approved by an examiner.

Meet students
The School of Engineering offers several opportunities for companies and students to meet:
•

Exjobbsmässan – a fair held in May every year.

•

Karriärum - HI WORK – a business fair held in November every year.

On the university website for student ads you can find students by advertising IPC internships, summer
jobs, degree projects, trainee positions or vacancies.
Student ads can be found on www.ju.se/studentannonser.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY
Andreas Lind

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Education
Master’s programme in Informatics, specialisation in Informatics and Management.

IPC

I was at Saab Training & Simulation in Huskvarna and worked on a project to facilitate and speed up the testing process in
the early stages. I managed the project and worked independently, but my supervisor was always at hand. The work mostly
involved writing code for hardware used for testing Saab products.

The biggest lesson during your IPC?

You get the opportunity to experience what it’s like to be on a “real” job, and the opportunity to use the knowledge you’ve
learned while studying. I had similar tasks to the other employees, and that gives you a good feel for what it’s like to work on
something that you’re studying to do.

Emelie Fridén

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY

Education

Bachelor of Science Programme in Construction Design, specialisation in Architecture.

IPC

I did my internship at Skanska Teknik. Skanska Teknik is a business support system in Skanska which is a purely internal
operation for the other departments in Skanska. My tasks were to design standard components in the CAD programme Revit
to facilitate the work of all of Skanska’s design engineers. I had to draw the foundations for a number of small buildings and
also had a go at production one week.

The biggest lesson during your IPC?

To come out into professional life and find out what it’s like. To gain an insight into how one of Sweden’s biggest
construction companies works, succeed in linking the theory learnt at the School to practice, and also to have the chance to
get a foot through the door on the labour market.

Klas Blomkvist & Lucas Karlsson

INDUSTRIAL ORGANISATION & ECONOMICS

Education

Bachelor of Science Programme in Industrial Engineering and Management, specialisation in Logistics and Management.

IPC

We took the opportunity to move to Bangkok to do our IPC at a company called Capaciton Ltd. Capaciton Ltd is a
Thai-Swedish company based in Bangkok. They manufacture batteries for trucks mainly used in large distribution
warehouses. The company has clients all over the world, but mainly in Southeast Asia.
Our primary task was to carry out an market analysis of Southeast Asia. Our job involved identifying potential clients,
competitors and battery and truck suppliers. As well as the market analysis, we were responsible for creating the company’s
website. The aim was to create an simple and easy-to-use website for the company’s future clients. Today the website
contains the product portfolio, company information, contact details, services, customer service and a few films.

The biggest lesson during your IPC?
Klas Blomkvist:

I think above all that it has been especially interesting just to get to work in a corporate culture that is totally unlike that
in Sweden. The difference going from the structured culture we have in Sweden to solving things as one goes along has
been fascinating, to say the least. It’s been rewarding to be involved right at the start of a company. To be surrounded by
interesting people who are driven.

Lucas Karlsson:
First and foremost I’ve had to learn what it’s like to work in a company outside Sweden. Although I don’t have much
experience of the Swedish work environment and corporate culture, I found great differences. It feels as though everything
goes at a faster pace in Sweden; stress doesn’t really exist in the same way in Thailand. My IPC has been very educational.

IPC - Industrial Placement Course
Recruiting via IPC is a good way to be sure of
attracting good staff.
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THE IPC INTERNSHIP is done at the end of year 2 over seven weeks After completing the IPC, the
student will be familiar with the company as well as the tasks and ready for a...
SUMMER JOB. After completing a summer job, the student will have been in the company for around
15 weeks and may then have done a pilot study for his or her...
DEGREE PROJECT, which is done during the spring semester of year 3. After completing the degree
project, the student will be an...
EMPLOYABLE ENGINEER WITH A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING. If the student
chooses to pursue a master’s programme, your company has the chance to benefit from a IPC master’s exchange, but this will not be until a year later. If the cooperation between the company and the
student is successful, year 4 can be used to offer the students extra work, student projects and a future
summer job combined with the...
IPC MASTER’S, which could involve a project at advanced level since that is the level at which the student will now be studying. This is also an appropriate time to to plan the spring semester’s major...
DEGREE PROJECT, which takes up the entire spring semester and produces a student who is an...
EMPLOYABLE ENGINEER WITH A MASTER OF SCIENCE (120 CREDITS) ready to carry out tasks at
advanced level.

Read more www.ju.se/nfk

