Languaging features and identity-positionings in contemporary social media: A
contrastive analysis between global South-North spaces!

Sangeeta Bagga-Gupta, Jonkoping University, Sweden
Aprameya Rao, Freelance Journalist, India

A statement of the theoretical and methodological frameworks used

Decolonial studies enable asking new questions that destabilize established Eurocentric
models of social justice and communication. Drawing inspiration from a decolonial-turn and
sociocultural perspectives on communication and participation, this paper centerstages
analytical engagement with, (i) online actions of political parties and citizens, and (ii)
alternative epistemologies where efforts are made to engage with concepts and issues from
the global South. It aims to contribute to critical social-humanistic perspectives that can
enable unpacking and illuminating northern hegemonies by presenting cross-disciplinary
analysis of peoples’ positioning, participation, and language-use or languaging in
contemporary mediascapes of the nation-states India and Sweden. Bringing to bear that
language does not only mirror reality, but is also a constitutive cultural tool, this paper aims
to highlight the contrastive “ways-of-being-with-words” through which political parties and
citizens “language” (i.e. deploy semiotic resources across language-varieties, modalities,
including imagery) and position themselves in mediascapes.

Research guestions

1) How do institutions like political parties and individuals’ “language” in mediascapes
across the national contexts of India and Sweden?

2) What are the similarities and dissimilarities in languaging in the mediascapes of the two
focused nation-states?

3) How are identity-positionings of political parties and individuals related to languaging in
mediascapes across the national contexts of India and Sweden?

Empirical materials explored

The datasets explored include posts from late autumn 2017 on the social media pages of two
political parties from the nation-states of India and Sweden. While the BJP had the majority
in the Indian parliament and INC was the largest opposition party in India,
Socialdemokraterna constituted the largest party in the coalition-government and Nya
Moderaterna was the largest opposition party in Sweden.

Preliminary findings

The patterns that emerge from the contrastive analysis of languaging and identity highlights a
sharp contrast between the two nation-states. For instance, the ways in which multiple or
single language varieties and oral and written language modalities are deployed: the Indian
dataset illustrates the use of different language varieties and scripts including a higher use of
videos and infographics. The Swedish dataset, on the other hand, displays a monolingual
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character and subtitling of videos. The identity-positionings of political parties and
individuals are related to the identified patterns of languaging in specific ways.

Relevance to the conference

This study highlights the need to explore the meaning of multilingualism in contexts where
multilingualism is the norm. While the nation-state of India is recognized as being highly
multilingual, there exists a mono-multilingual tension in Sweden. Multilingualism is the de
facto “mother-tongue” of Indian citizens and social media in India is currently experiencing
both major growth and tensions in terms of “Bhasha battlegrounds” where languages play a
key role in democratic engagements of politicians and citizens. Given the recognition
currently being accorded to diversity and the de facto multilingual nature of Sweden, the
highly monolingual languaging in the Swedish dataset is surprising. The patterns of
language-use and their relationship with identity positioning in the Indian dataset are relevant
for non-normative ways of framing integration and democratic agendas for minorities,
migrants and mainstream communities in Sweden.

References:

Bagga-Gupta, S. (2017). Language and identity beyond the mainstream. Democratic and
equity issues for and by whom, where, when and why. Journal of the European Second
Language Association, 1(1), 102-112.

Bagga-Gupta, S. (2014). Languaging: Ways-of-being-with-words across Disciplinary
Boundaries and Empirical Sites. In H. Paulasto, H. Riionheimo, L. Merildinen & M. Kok
(Eds.) Language Contacts at the Crossroads of Disciplines (89-130). Newcastle-uponTyne:
Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

Berger, P. L. & Luckmann, T. (1966). The Social Construction of Reality. A Treatise in the
Socioligy of Knowledge. New York: Penguin.

Finnegan, R. (2015). Where is Language? An Anthropologist’s Questions on Language,
Literature and Performance. London and New York: Bloomsbury Academic.

Gramling, D. (2016). The invention of monolingualism. New York: Bloomsbury.

Khubchandani, L. M. (1997). Revisualizing boundaries: A plurilingual ethos (Vol. 3). New
Dehli: Sage Publications.

Linell, P. (2009). Rethinking Language, Mind, and World Dialogically. Interactional and
Contextual Theories of Human Sense-making. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.

Makoni, S. B. (2012). A critique of language, languaging and supervernacular. Muitas Vozes,
1(2), 189-199.

Maldonado-Torres, N. (2011). Thinking through the Decolonial Turn: Post-continental
Interventions in Theory, Philosophy, and Critique—An Introduction. Transmodernity:
Journal of Peripheral Cultural Production of the Luso-Hispanic World, 1(2), 1-15.



Marpakwar, C. (2019). Bhasha battlegrounds: politicians furiously engaging with voters on
regional social media platforms. Mumbai Mirror. 6 January 2019.

Saljo, R. (2005). Larande och kulturella redskap: om larprocesser och det kollektiva minnet.
Lund: Studentlitteratur.

Wertsch, J. (1998). Mind as action. Oxford: Oxford University Press.



