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General Information    
The course Intercultural Encounters is given within the Teacher Education 
Programme, General Education Area, Learning 2. 
The aims of the course are to equip the students with theoretical and practical 
tools for personal and professional development of competences demanded for 
teaching in a multicultural and internationalised society. Such specific 
competences are the knowledge, skills and attitudes which are required to engage 
actively with people from other ethnic, cultural, religious and linguistic 
backgrounds. 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes    
On successful completion of this module, the students will be able to: 

• demonstrate their understanding of key concepts of the area, 

• demonstrate respect for otherness, 

• demonstrate acknowledgement of identities, 

• demonstrate an ability to recognize different linguistic conventions, 

• demonstrate an awareness of cultural specific and cultural general 
knowledge of their own culture and another culture different than their 
own, 

• understand several theories related to intercultural competence, 

• demonstrate the ability to utilise theories to analyse cultural differences, 

• demonstrate the ability to apply intercultural competence theories in 
practice by developing practical ideas to implement in the classroom.  

  
Course Contents    
This course will explore theoretical and practical aspects of intercultural 
understanding from an international perspective such as: 

The concepts of culture, multiculture and interculture; Cultural awareness. 

The international and national basis for intercultural education. 
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Ethnicity and identities.  

Attitudes, values, stereotypes and prejudice. 

Intercultural communication. 

Brief orientation about world religions and how values/believes influence 
behaviour etc. 

Language and power, bilingualism and language support in schools. 

World citizenship education. 

Some political, economic and social issues related to ethnic minorities and 
refugees in a citizenship perspective.  

Cultural similarities and differences. 

Theoretical cultural models to analyse cultural differences. 

Cultural knowledge to improve classroom learning and communication. 

 

Entrance Qualifications    
To be eligible for the course the student is required to have the equivalent of  

• 30 higher education credits in Learning 1 as well as in a subject area of 60 
higher education credits or in equivalent courses. If this course is taken 
immediately after the first subject area course the subject area course must 
be completed and the first semester in the subject area course both 
completed and approved.  

• Good knowledge of written and spoken English (course language). For 
international non –native English speaking students a TEFL certificate is 
required. 

 

Learning strategy 
Individual and group tutorials and group discussions, practical exercises,   
seminars, lectures, independent and directed reading 

  
Assessment  
The student is graded after Intercultural Encounters. The grades are based on  
continuous assessment of the active participation in discussions and group work as 
well as on written and verbal assignments. 

As learning in the course is regarded as an interactive process together with peers 
the course activities are mandatory This means that student´s absence from the 
studies has to be made up for after individual inquiry in negotiation with course 
coordinator. Course coordinator is responsible for examination and grading. 

 



Grading Scale 
The grades are Fail, Pass or Pass with distinction. For international students the 
Swedish grading scale will be transferred to ECTS (European Credit Transfer and 
Accumulation System).  

 

Course Evaluation    
The course will be evaluated according to directions in The Education Plan for 
the Teacher Programme. The results of the evaluation will be communicated to 
student and will function as a guide for development of the course.  
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       A short story 

Some more articles may be added. 

 


